Officials 
Are Geared 
in Slayings 

Oversight Board Critical 
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President Clinton's Intelligence 
Oversight Board yesterday cleared 
American CIA officials of any in- 
vcdvement in the killings in Guate- 
mala of a U.S. innkeeper and a Gua- 
temalan guerrilla married to an 
American lawyer, but it criticized 
the agency for Ruling to keep Con- 
gress and the State Department in- 
formed of important information 
4 bput the two cases. 

In addition, a sbc-montb internal 
CIA inquiry left in doubt whether a 
Guatemalan army colonel on the 
CIA’s payroll bad any association 
with either killing. The investiga- 
tkn, by the CIA inspector general, 
deathbed serious flaws in CIA re- 
porting in 1991 and 1995 that initial- 
ly, linl^ CoL Julio Roberto Aipirez 
tothecases. 

The osue remained opea, howev- 
er, as a senior CIA official fiimiliar 
w^ the investigation yesterday told 
reporters that Aipirez “may very 
w«^ have been involved." 

The. investigations by the over- 
sight board and the CLA inspector 
general were undertaken this year 
after members of Congress com- 
plained of a possible covenq) of CIA 
involvement in the 1990 abduction 
and killing of innkeeper William De- 
Vtae and the 1992 torture and disap- 
8«eCIA,A32,Cd.3 



Updates 

By Walter Rncus 




The Washincton Post 



Senator Further Probe of 



Al,' 

, -'pctatance of Bannaca Vela^ 
quez,’-d‘ Guatenalan 
.ried to lawyer Jennifer Harbury^ ‘ j 
' There were‘signs ttet the CIA rt 
^rt, by Inspects General Freder- 
ick R IDtz, would not satisfy 
gress'."*' Sedate intelligence 
committee Chairman Arlen Specter 
(R-Pa.) said the^repdrt Teaves a lot 
'..'‘tO'be'desired.’’-” i 

“In this report Aey ^e still nick- 
ing excuses,” Specter said in a meet- 
':..ing with Washingtqn Post reporters 
' and editors,. Hd ddded 
specttxr general needs (o go a lot far- 
ther thah he has gone On this investi- 
■ gation.” 

. The Intelligence Oversight Board 
GOB), a four-person group chaired 
> by Washington lawyer Anthony Har-; 

. ringtou; dismiss a kirious allega- 
tion of iUe^ intelUgehce .activities 
that surfaced last Mach after the 
'-iOuateniakn affair ha^ burst into 
public view. 

" The 10 b described as apparently 
“fabricated” chargee that two Army 
• officers were involved in altering. 
National Security Agency (NSA) re- 
cords to delete knowledge and par- ' 
ticipation of the Army in the tortUie 
and murders of DeVine and Baidaca, 
The original allegations were 

.made in a, letter faxed t^ a member 

of Congress and reporters and' car:;!; 
ryiiig what was suigosed to be sdi 
NSA letterhead. The letter claimed 




SEN. ARLEN SPECTER 

... “stHl making excuses” 

that Col. Daniel D. Day, who worked 
at NSA, and Lt. Gen. Paul E. Me- 
noher Jr., the Army’s deputy chief of 
staff for intelligence, were involved 
'in a scheme to purge from computer 
systems “certain records regarding 
communications ihtercepts which 
show U.S. Army intelligence in- 
volvement” in the DeVine and Bama- 
,ca murders. 

The lOB reported that "no re- 
cords on Guatemala were deleted or 
'destroyed” and that neither Menoh- 
er nor Day had the access to com-. 
;puter files “necessary to make al- 
leged alterations.” 

, ; The, lOB also reported that the 
’anonymous letterhead “does not: 



match any NSA letterhead used in at 
least the last twenty years.” 

It was public disclosure of the al: 
leged NSA letter that caused the 
White House to initiate the lOB gov- 
ernment-wide inquiry, which re- 
mains to be completed. 

In disclosing doubts that the CIA 
inspector general had about the ac- 
curacy of agent reports it received 
on Alpirez and the two murders, the 
senior agency official who briefed re- 
porters disclosed that only 10 per- 
cent of the CIA’s paid agents in Gua- 
temala had been examined for 
reliability under agency rules in ef- 
fect since 1989. ■ ■) . 

The senior Official said, however, 
that despite the remaining doubts he 
was not sure the inspector general 
“would do a lot more work" on find- 
ing out about any Alpirez ro|e in the 
killings because his investigation was 
designed only to “find out what the 
. agency knew about Alpirez, what 
their relationship was, rather than 
finding out who [did] it.” 

Alpirez refus^ to meet with CIA 
investigators when they went to 
Guatemala recently as part of the in- 
spector general’s inquiry, the senior 
official said. “We wanted him to 
come to the U.S. embassy and he 
was rather concerned about his safe^ 
ty and he didn't come.* ’ 

The report singles out one CIA . 
case officer in Guatemala who was , 
the source of the 1991; report that 
first indicated that Alpirez may have 



been “present” when DeVine was in- 
terrogated and eventually killed. 
The case officer, according to a sum- 
mary of the Hitz report, later told in- 
vestigators he was “uncertain about 
the accuracy of key elements of the 
information that he reported to the 
agency." ; 

Hitz found in the Guatemala mat; 
ter that the agency did not meet the 
statutory stmdard to keep “congres; 
sional intelligence oversight commit- 
tees fully and currently informed.* 
When the 1991 report on Alpirez’s 
alleged presence at the DeVine in; 
terrogation came to Washington, 
Congress was not informed, alf 
though the murder had caused the 
Bush administration to halt U.S. mil; 
itary aid to Guatemala. 

Hitz, however, put that failure to 
“management inattention” rather 
than finding any “agency personnel 
[who] advocated not notif^g Con- 
gress or made a decision not to do 
so.” 

- CIA Director John M. Deutch, 
who is in Europe, issued a statement 
that he would be making structural 
changes regarding the CIA’s report- 
ing to Congress and the State De- 
partment, and was considering disci-' 
plinary measures based on the Hitz 
report. 

Hitz, according to a senior intelli- 
gence official, named active and re- 
tired agency employees in his report 
and wrote up their alleged deficien- 
cies. 

: Hitz did not recommend firing 
any, the official said. 




